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“Man! 
Look at that traffic! 
Hey Dude, IT’S A FOUR-WAY 
STOP! 
My turn… idiot! 
Where’s my phone? 
Get outta the way, slowpoke, 
I’m in a hurry here… 
Hello, Julie! 
Whatcha doin?… 
Cool… whatcha wearing 
While you’re doin’ that? 
Oooouoo!… 
Be right there. 
I’ll text you when I’m 
close…” 
 
“No sir, 
I’m sure the light was green.” 
I’m sure it was. 
It had to be. 
“It was that biker’s fault. 
He came out of  
Nowhere, man.” 
 
Vol Lindsey 

11/09/2013  

 

     This poem written by my 

cousin, tells an ironic story of 

behavior, attitude and responsibil-
ity.  Seems all too familiar doesn’t 

it?  It’s not that drivers are un-

skilled!  On the contrary, operating 
a car/truck properly is generally an 

ingrained matter of American 

pride.  Most drivers have had some 
form of training and have success-

fully demonstrated their compe-

tency to receive their state’s bless-
ing to operate a motor vehicle. 

 

     I believe that, more than ever, 
drivers are less focused on the task 

of sharing the road because of two 

powerful forces. For one, the past 
two generations have been com-

municating on multi-functional 

personal devices which grant great 
benefits to all.  These advantages 

have come to be accepted as essen-

tial in our lives, and as such, make 
instantaneous communication a 

high priority. The other focus-

stealing force is an innate sense of 
confidence that all is well when 

behind the wheel.  Most of us live 

under the delusion that we will 
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LIVES SAVED: NEW WORK AHEAD 

     Would you like to make a lasting 
difference in reducing motorcyclist 
death and injury in Alabama? Are 
you proud to share your sense of 
freedom with young people? Can 
you operate a DVD remote control? 
You advocate for freedom to ride. 
So, the answer to the above is “Yes”!  
The Dixie ABATE sponsored Mo-
torcycle Safety Awareness Education 
Workshop is ready for presentation. 
Pilot presentations in two public 
high schools in December and Janu-
ary resulted in final approval from 
Alabama State Department of Edu-
cation’s Driver Education and Traf-
fic Safety Education Coordinator, 
Michael Bassett.   

Now, we need volunteers to attend 
a training session to become guest 
speakers in local high school Driver 
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  GOOD DRIVERS 

JUST DRIVE. 

 
share the road appropriately with other 
drivers at all times.  

 

     Combine these two opposing social 
forces and you have a recipe for po-

tential disaster. The otherwise compe-

tent and safe driver picks up the phone 
and unknowingly accepts a lower 

safety standard. The mental and physi-

cal actions needed to best share the 

road simply are not compatible with 

simultaneously communicating elec-

tronically.  To be totally focused on 
driving means to consciously elimi-

nate all distraction and this is difficult 

these days. Now, if I were disarming a 
bomb or juggling chainsaws, I’d leave 

the phone be. However, for most not 

answering that text or call is not a 
primary decision while driving.   

                               ---Larry Lindsey 

***SLOW  DOWN ***              ***LOOK AGAIN***              ***MAKE SURE**** 

Education classes.  Here’s a brief 
description of the MSAE work-
shop: 

 Requires one day in a school 
per Driver Education course 
(all classes that day)  

 Fully scripted with video 
segments (school audio/
visual equipment is used)  

 Minimal prep time and mate-
rials required 

 Covers all the major aspects 
of sharing the road with mo-
torcycles 

 Engages the new driver 
through a discovery approach 

 

Q’s and A’s: 

Do I have to be a Dixie ABATE 
member? Not at all. Nor do you have 
to be a motorcyclist. You simply need a 
passion to provide new drivers with the 
tools to share the road.  

What is the goal of the MSAE 
workshop? Goal: After completing 
the driver education Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness Workshop, the participant 
will demonstrate knowledge and skills 
necessary to share the road with motor-
cyclists. 

How do I get started? Call Larry 
Lindsey at 251.599.3454 to coordinate 
training and to get any information 
needed (and make a new friend). 

How do I become a guest 
speaker? Go to your local high school 

website and directly email and /or 
call the school’s Driver Education 
Instructor. State who you are and 
that you will train the students on 
the unique aspects of sharing the 
road with motorcyclists. 

      

     Dixie ABATE of Alabama pro-
motes the freedom of Alabama 
motorcyclists to safely ride. By 
applying our resources in the are-
nas of public awareness, legislation 
and education, we continue to help 
reduce motorcycle fatalities while 
supporting programs that foster 
safe riding and driving.  Depart-
ment of Public Safety data show 
that in 2012, Alabama saw 97 
motorcyclist fatalities. For 2013, 
that statistic is down to 79.  Eight-
een fewer deaths is great progress 
and we are extremely excited 
about saving more lives! There is 
much to do. Your help is welcome 
and needed.                                                 
—-Larry Lindsey 



Minutes from the December 19, 2013 
Dixie ABATE Noccalula Chapter of 
Dixie ABATE 
Members present: 
James “Ghost” Johnson 
Matthew Schroeder 
Garland Medlock 
Shane Coker 
 
Discussion centered mainly about 
plans to attend functions next year to 
increase attendance and membership. 
Some of the events discussed were: 
 
Bama Bike Fest 
Faunsdale Bike Fest 
Rick’s Cycle customer appreciation 
day 
Boogie Bottoms 
Charity Pig Roast Gadsden, AL 

Trail of Tears Ride 
Dixie ABATE State Capitol Ride 
Goodyear Car Show Gadsden, AL 
First Friday’s Downtown Gadsden, 
AL 
First Saturday’s Attalla, AL 
Third Saturday Ft. Payne, AL 
Rumble on Noble, Anniston, AL 
And any bike night events possible 
 
Discussed next year’s raffle event 
deciding to give away a 12 gauge 
shotgun.  Will sell 1500 tickets at 
$5.00 per ticket.  Further discussion 
will follow as we get closer to the 
kick off date. 
 
Matthew said that fans were being 
ordered to give out at various 
events.  And also discussed patches 

Dixie ABATE extends its ulti-
mate gratitude to charter mem-
bers James and Paula Hall, 
who became Charter Life mem-
bers this month!  You guys are 
our heroes.  Thank you so much 
for your steady and generous 
support.   
 
Welcome renewing members 
Thomas Potterfield, Kathleen 
Zimmer, Dennis Welborn (MRF 
member, South Carolina),  

rosa, Minnesota!  We can’t do 
what we do without you guys.  
Thank you so much for support-
ing Dixie ABATE’s mission to 
fight for the perfect balance:  
Freedom to live the motorcy-
cling life we want to live, with 
zero motorcyclist fatalities.  
This is achievable with the per-
fect balance between legislative 
activity and educational activ-
ity, both of drivers AND riders. 

NOCCALULA FALLS CHAPTER MEETING NOTES 

 NEW MEMBERS, RENEWING MEMBERS, L IFE MEMBERS         

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT : GARLAND MEDLOCK   

4)Why did you join Dixie 
ABATE? After a lot of pressure 
from Matt to join and become an 
active member, I decided to 
join. When the Noc-
calula  chapter came into exis-
tence, I felt like it was a good 
time to try to make a difference 
in awareness and education.  
 

 5)If I ask you “who are you?”, 
what do you say?  I was 13 
years old when I found out that 
my name was not Damn It.  The 
70s is just a blur but they tell me 
I had a good time.  Now that I 
am in my 60’s, I am just trying 
to make a little difference in my 
part of the world.   
 

6)What is the most important 
issue to you?  The economy is 
what controls things. When it’s 
bad, funding for education is 
scarce. Kids don’t have jobs and 

responsibility is learned at a 
slower pace.    
 

7)If you ruled the world, what is 
one change you would make?  If 
I ruled the world, I would return 
things to a more natural state. No 
ethanol in gas, no hormones in 
our animals, and no hybrid seeds.  
 

8)What advice would you give to 
riders?  If I ruled the world, I 
would return things to a more 
natural state. No ethanol in gas, 
no hormones in our animals and 
no hybrid seeds.     
 
 
                       —- Kris Cook 
 
 
 
 
 We appreciate you, Garland, for so 

many reasons!    ♥  
 

Life member Garland Medlock is the 
Membership Director for Dixie 
ABATE’s Noccalula Falls chapter.  
He is one of Dixie ABATE’s hero 
members.  Here are his answers to 
my stock bag of questions: 
 
1)Where are you from?  I was 
born in Marshall Co. and pres-
ently live in Sardis.  
 

 2)How did you meet your wife?  
My wife is Emily.We were en-
gaged in our teens broke up and 
met and married 30 years later. 
we have been married 6 years 
Gadsden.  We have been married 22 
years.  
 

3)What is your riding history?  I 
got my first motorcycle at 15,a 
Honda 305.  Years later I bought a 
Harley Sportster.  I quit riding for 
10 years, then bought a 1969 
Harley Electroglide.  I presently 
ride a Road King.  

PAGE 2 D IXIE ABATE FEBRUARY 2014 NEWSLETTER 

5QD@RTQDQ½R 3DONQS @S @ 

glance:   

State account: $1975.85  

In Paypal: $210.62   

Undeposited funds: $50.00  

Total: $2,236.47  
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billboard up over Birmingham, so 

that board is now over two cities.  

Will your city be next?  Help us 

raise $2,000 for the next one.  

DRIVING EYES SEE BILLBOARDS. 

Our next state-level meeting is set 
for Saturday, March 22, at 2 PM, at 
the Jm n Nicks  at  6415 Atlanta 
Highway, Montgomery, AL.  Call 
Cowboy at 334-349-9688 for de-
tails.  We will plan our Ride to the 
Capitol at this meeting.   

Contact Information: 
Kris Cook, Secretary 
Dixie ABATE of Alabama 
P.O. Box 203 
Gadsden, AL  35902 
205-617-9944 
kcook@dixieabate.org 
Single membership is 
$20.00 per year; $30.00 for 
a couple.   

Above: Garland Medlock, Membership 
Director, Noccalula Falls chapter 
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and that he is starting checking 
around for prices for 2 different size 
patches.  More on that topic to be 
discussed at a later meeting. 
 
With no other business, the meeting 
was adjourned. 

Willie Echols (RiderCoach), 
Charter members Ron and Kim 
Turner, Pat Cole, and Tony 
Valentine.   
Also welcome renewing mem-
bers Rick Lewis, Eddy Bonner, 
Skip Rojeski, Patrick 
O’Sullivan, Tony & Terry Bry-
ant, and Dave & Laura Reid.   
 
Welcome new members Mr. & 
Mrs. Bruce Casey, and Holly 
Ruder, who joins us from El-

Charley Cleckler, Dixie ABATE member 


